Central DBQ paragraph question: Who won the first day of battle at the Battle of the Somme?

( 9-14 sentence paragraph)
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I.  Topic Sentence:
· This introduces the main idea of a paragraph.

· All paragraphs MUST HAVE a topic sentence.

· The topic sentence is a general statement.

· Your paragraph needs 2-3 topic sentences.

II.  Claim Sentence:
· It’s the main point you are arguing.

· It answers a question about the issue you will explore (it is arguable). Your claim will answer the following question: Who won the first day of battle at the Battle of the Somme?
· Your claim will identify which country/side won the first day of battle. Your claim needs to also include a generic reason for why that country won the first day of battle.
· Example claim: Due to the amount of casualties and credibility of the sources reporting on the first day of battle, it can be determined that the Germans were victorious over the British on the first day of fighting at the Battle of the Somme.
· Your claim will be 1-2 sentences.
III.  Evidence to Support Claim  

· Writers need to use evidence to persuade their readers to accept their claim.

· Without evidence, your claim is merely your idea or opinion (this isn’t enough!)

· Your paragraph needs 2 pieces of evidence, which will = 2-3 sentences
· Examples of Evidence:

· facts/events 

· Quotations
· Statistics
· Political cartoons/drawings
· Sources of Evidence:
· Provided documents A, B, C, D, E and/or F
· To introduce evidence?

· Use a sentence starter for evidence: According to Document A
· Example of how to use evidence: According to Document B, a memoir written by the British soldier – George Coppard, the scene was, “dreadful.” In addition, because the Germans had successfully defended themselves with barbed wire, “hundreds [of British were] dead…strung out like wreckage washed up to a high water mark.” 
· acknowledge the author or describe the source of the document, “According to Otto Lais, a German soldier, ‘[insert evidence/his quote]’.” Don’t forget to put quotes in “  “ when actually quoting words from a document

· To reference evidence after it has been presented in your writing, you can:

· write (Doc. C). after you write down the quote 

· write the source in parentheses after you present the evidence: (British news article).  

IV.  Reasoning:
· You need to connect and/or explain how the evidence presented further supports your claim.  Your reasoning provides insight and analysis of the topic and evidence. For instance, how and why did 1 country win the first day of battle at the Somme?
· 1st your writing should evaluate the credibility of each cited source.  Because you will have 2 references to sources, you need 2 sentences that evaluate the credibility.
· 2nd your writing needs to explain why or how the evidence explains how/why 1 country won the first day of battle at the Somme. Because you are choosing 2 examples/pieces of evidence, you need to have 2 reasoning sentences.
· Example of reasoning:

· Because journalists are often tasked with presenting a rosy picture of battle events, in order to keep the public in support of military efforts, the credibility of news articles cannot always be trusted. On the other hand, a soldier’s account of battle events can be believed because his words represent an eye witness account.  
V.  Conclusion:

· 1 or 2 sentences which restates the claim in a fresh way to reinforce the paragraph's main idea 


 

Me, I, my, mine,



You, your, us, we




Remember commas, capitalization, periods,





         


         and proper sentence structure!
Examples of Topic Sentences:


When did the Battle of the Somme take place?


Where did the battle take place? Where, in France?


Which countries fought in the battle?


When did the battle end?


What style of fighting was conducted during the battle?





Be sure to use sentence starters:


For instance, in the text….


According to document [B] The author states, …”


As can be seen in…


It is evident from…


The graphic/illustration/chart shows that….








Be sure to use sentence starters:


The (piece of evidence) proves that...


This (piece of evidence) shows...


This (piece of evidence) illustrates...


Based on this (piece of evidence), one can conclude that (restate the claim) because …


Based on this (piece of evidence), historians may conclude that (restate the claim) because…


This is significant because...


These (pieces of evidence) work together to build a case for…


The author uses this evidence to…











