Central DBQ paragraph question: What were the Underlying Causes to WWI?
(9-14 sentences long)
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I.  Topic Sentence:
· This introduces the main idea of a paragraph.

· All paragraphs MUST HAVE a topic sentence.

· The topic sentence is a general statement.

· Your paragraph needs 1-2 topic sentences.

II.  Claim Sentence:
· It’s the main point you are arguing.

· It answers a question about the issue you will explore (it is arguable). Your claim will answer the following question: What were the underlying causes to WWI?
· Your claim will need to give 1 reason, explaining why/how the WWI started. Your reason should focus on militarism, alliances, imperialism and/or nationalism.
· Example claim: Though there were many contributing factors to WWI, the “arms race” and buildup of country’s militaries stick out as the determining cause to the devastating world war.  As countries competed against each other to build up the greatest and most fearsome military, tensions became heightened, and concerns arose over what another country’s military intention(s) might be towards another country.
· Your claim will be 1-2 sentences.
III.  Evidence to Support Claim  

· Writers need to use evidence to persuade their readers to accept their claim.

· Without evidence, your claim is merely your idea or opinion (this isn’t enough!)

· Your paragraph needs 2 pieces of evidence, which will = 2-3 sentences
· Examples of Evidence:

· facts/events 

· Quotations
· Statistics
· Political cartoons/drawings
· Sources of Evidence:
· Provided documents A, B, C, D, E and/or F
· To introduce evidence?

· Use a sentence starter for evidence: According to Document A
· Example of how to use evidence: The buildup of Germany’s military can be found in Document C.  Here, the bar graph shows that over a 14-year period, Germany increased its military spending by nearly three times; starting with 40 million pounds spent in 1900 and then devoting 110 million pounds in 1914. 
· acknowledge the author or describe the source of the document, “According to Bernhard von Bulow, German Chancellor, ‘[insert evidence/his quote]’’” Don’t forget to put quotes in “  “ when actually quoting words from a document

· To reference evidence after it has been presented in your writing, you can:

· write (Doc. F). after you write down the quote 

· write the source in parentheses after you present the evidence: (German propaganda cartoon).  

IV.  Reasoning:
· You need to connect and/or explain how the evidence presented further supports your claim.  Your reasoning provides insight and analysis of the topic and evidence. For instance, how and why did militarism lead to war?
· 1st your writing needs to explain what the document means. Because you will have 2 references to evidence, you need 2 explanation sentences.
· 2nd your writing needs to explain why or how the evidences explain how your reason (militarism, alliances, imperialism or nationalism) started WWI. Because you are choosing 2 examples/pieces of evidence, you need to have 2-3 reasoning sentences.
· Example of reasoning:

· Because of Germany’s commitment to increasing its military, other countries began to fear what Germany’s next moves would be: will they try to test out their new weapons and equipment? Do they have ambitions to use their military to increase their power? Will they target us? Germany’s actions made other countries feel threatened, leading to additional military build-ups throughout Europe.  Collectively, these actions would mean that most countries were ready for war, all that was needed was for someone to say, ‘Go!’ 
V.  Conclusion:

· 1 or 2 sentences which restates the claim in a fresh way to reinforce the paragraph's main idea 


 

Me, I, my, mine,



You, your, us, we




Remember commas, capitalization, periods,





         


         and proper sentence structure!
Examples of Topic Sentences:


1. What years did the war take place?


2. Which countries fought in the war? Which alliance were they apart of?


3. How many casualties were in the war?


4. What was the immediate cause/event that started the war?





Be sure to use sentence starters:


For instance, in the text….


According to document [B] The author states, …”


As can be seen in…


It is evident from…


The graphic/illustration/chart shows that….








Be sure to use sentence starters:


The (piece of evidence) proves that...


This (piece of evidence) shows...


This (piece of evidence) illustrates...


Based on this (piece of evidence), one can conclude that (restate the claim) because …


Based on this (piece of evidence), historians may conclude that (restate the claim) because…


This is significant because...


These (pieces of evidence) work together to build a case for…


The author uses this evidence to…











