Nationalism in India

I.  Pre-WWI:


*  Nationalism and resentment due to British imperial rule

· Indian National Congress (Congress Party) 1885 and Muslim League (1906) formed to get rid of the British

· Hindus and Muslims worked together to gain national independence

II.  WWI:

· many Indians fought for and with the British

· British told Indians: “You will have self-government after war”

· After war, Indians still treated as second-class citizens

· Violence/protests erupted

· British passed Rowlatt Act (jailed w/o trial)

· Lead to more violence

· To protest, Hindus and Muslims planned non-violent festival

· British troops fired upon crowd (400 dead, 1200 injured)

· Lead to HUGE increase/demand for independence

III.  Gandhi:

· leader of independence movement

· “father” of India

· deeply religious (multiple religions)

· Mahatma (“Great Soul”)

· Proponent of non-cooperation

· Developed principle of satyagraha or “truth force” a.k.a. passive resistance or civil disobedience (rebellion w/o violence)

· Examples of civil disobedience:
· Boycott British goods

· Boycott government schools

· Boycott British taxes

· Boycott elections

· Boycott British cloth (urged Indians to weave own cloth)

· effects of boycotts:

· huge econ. toll
· struggled with business, trade, factories, jails
· violent riots continued to surface
IV.  Salt March:

· 1930

· Indians HAD TO buy salt from British & pay a sales tax

· Gandhi and followers walked 240 miles to seacoast and made own salt

· Demonstrators went to salt processing plant and were violently attacked by British

· 60,000 people, including Gandhi, were arrested

V.  Gandhi’s Successes:

· 1935: Government of India Act passes which provided for local self-government and democratic elections

· Began movement towards full independence

· Lead to increased tensions between Hindus and Muslims

VI.  India’s Road to Independence:

· increased nationalism:

· 100,000 British in India vs. 350 million Indians in India (British couldn’t control non-cooperative India)

· after WWII, GB was trying recover economically = broke
· India was no longer profitable, too expensive to run/govern India

· GB also questioned justifications for imperialism

· Big Q.: if India was completely independent, who would get power?  Muslims or Hindus?

· Possible solution = divide India between Hindu India and Muslim Pakistan
· GB made both of these countries independent in 1947

· 2 Muslim nations created: Pakistan & East Pakistan (now Bangladesh)

· 10 million people moved and became refugees

· about 1 million people died trying to live in new areas (Muslims, Sikhs, Hindus)
· Gandhi was murdered by extreme Hindu

· formal independence for India, Pakistan, & E. Pakistan: August 15, 1947

· became world’s largest democracy

· A LOT of tensions exist between India and Pakistan (even today) over the are of Kashmir (shared by both nations)

· India’s first prime minister, Jawaharlal Nehru (of Congress Party), focused on:

· Democracy

· Unity

· Economic modernization & industrialization

· Divided country into states by languages

· Formed an alliance of countries to remain neutral in dispute between US and Soviet Union

· Sponsored social reforms 

1. tried to elevate status of lower castes

2. expand the rights of women

· After Nehru’s death, his daughter, Indira Gandhi, became prime minister

· Faced fierce opposition from Sikh extremists (who practiced a blend of Hinduism and Islam), ultimately was killed by 2 of her Sikh bodyguards

· Her son, Rajiv Gandhi, succeeded her.  A female terrorist also killed him in 1991.

VII.  India today:

· caste system continues to undermine social equality

· still faces the threat of religious fanaticism

· India & Pakistan still have A LOT of tensions over Kashmir, terrorist attacks on borders

· many separatists movements exist (Muslims in Kashmir want to be a part of Pakistan, not India)
· Pakistan & Indian leaders are trying to negotiate for better relations, hindered by powerful Pakistan military

· But… industry continues to develop

· New oil and coal resources have been discovered

· Scientific and technical education have expanded

