Declarations of War
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After the assassination, Austria-Hungary presented Serbia with 3 ultimatums.  A-H had been given a “blank check” by Germany which promised A-H full support from the Germans no matter what happened.  The ultimatums were made so severe, that war would have to be inevitable.  Serbia agreed to the first 2 demands, but giving in to the third demand would have compromised Serbia’s independence.  This would have given over power to the A-H’s.  Serbia knew that they were risking a possible war, but they knew that they had Russia’s support if war were to happen.  

After talking to Germany, A-H declared war on Serbia on July 28, 1914.   Within a week, all of Europe was at war (due to the alliance system).  Not wanting to lose any colonies in the Balkans to A-H, and because of its friendly relations with Serbia, Russia declared war against A-H on July 30, 1914.
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Germany was obviously threatened by Russia’s moves.  Germany gave two ultimatums:

1. Russia - demobilize your troops

2. France – remain neutral

Russia refused their ultimatum.  France chose to honor its treaty/agreement with Russia. 
Germany declared war on Russia on August 1, 1914 and France on August 3, 1914.
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Germany decided to attack France through Belgium because the Franco-German border consisted of rugged terrain.  Problem:  Belgium was a neutral country.  Even though Germany knew that this act could pull GB into, they had hoped that GB would not enter the fight.  But… GB did enter.  They feared having the Germans so close to their border (within 50 miles).  They honored their agreement with Russia and France and declared war on Germany on August 4, 1914.

There were 3 major fronts of the war:  Western, Eastern, and Southern (Italy and the Balkan areas).  

Allied Powers:  



Central Powers:

a. Russia




*  Germany

b. France




*  A-H

c. GB 




*  Turkey (1914)

d. Belgium



*  Bulgaria (1915)

e. Serbia

f. Japan 

g. Italy (1915)

h. US (1917)

i. more than 20 other countries

Italy did NOT join the Central Powers because they said their alliance was based on a defensive war.  Since Germany and A-H declared war, Italy believed they did not have to uphold their part in the Triple Alliance.
