All Quiet on the Western Front
All Quiet on the Western Front, by Erich Maria Remarque tells of the war through the eyes of an 18-year old German soldier.  Here in this passage, he waits in the trenches through days of artillery shelling, knowing that an attack will come afterward.


We wake up in the middle of the night.  The earth booms.  Heavy fire is falling on us.  We crouch into corners…


The dug-out heaves, the night roars and flashes.  We look at each other in the momentary flashes of light, and with pale faces and pressed lips shake our heads…


The attack does not come, but the bombardment continues.  Slowly we become mute.  Hardly a man speaks.  We cannot make ourselves understood…


Our company commander scrambles in… He says that an attempt will be made to bring food this evening…


We pull our belts tighter and chew every mouthful three times as long.  Still the food does not last out; we are damnably hungry.  I take out a scrap of bread, eat the white and put the crust back in my knapsack; from time to time, I nibble at it…


Towards morning, while it is still dark, there is some excitement.  Through the entrance rushes in a swarm of fleeing rats that try to storm the walls.  Torches (flashlights) light up the confusion.  Everyone yells and curse and slaughters.  The madness and despair of many hours unloads itself in the outburst.  Faces are distorted, arms strike out, the beasts scream; we stop just in time to avoid attacking one another…


Night again.  We are dreaded by the strain – a deadly tension that scrapes along one’s spine like a gapped knife.  Our legs refuse to move, our hands tremble, our bodies are a thin skin stretched painfully over repressed madness…So we shut our teeth – it will end, it will end, perhaps we will come through.

Questions:
1) Why would one army bombard the other for many hours before attacking?

2) How did the artillery shelling affect supplies for men in the trenches?

3) What probably drove the rats into the trenches?  How did the soldiers react?

4) How did the days of shelling affect these soldiers mentally and emotionally?
